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LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY
COMMISSION FOUR WINNERS WILL BE
SELECTED. EACH ONE WILL
RECEIVE A $100 PRIZE AND IS

Annual Essay EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE
COMMISSION'S VIRTUAL
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e Entries must be from RI middle or high school
students;

e Essays must be typed in the Microsoft Word
format and limited to 500-750 (middle school)
or 750-1000 words (high school)

e Essays must include completed Entry Forms
(attached) and be submitted individually as the
original work of only one student;

e Essays and Entry Forms MUST be
electronically submitted to
MLKRICommission@gmail.com

e The Commission and the Providence Journal
reserve the right to promote, publish, and/or
distribute any or all entries.

Entry Deadline:
Monday, December 7

Four winners will be chosen (2 middle school and 2
high school students). Each one will receive a $100
prize and is expected to attend the Commission's
virtual Ceremony scheduled for Monday,
January 18, 2021.
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The COVID 19 Pandemic has opened

the eyes of many people to the historic
disparities in healthcare in the United
States in communities of color. In 1966

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said:

“Of all the forms of inequality,

injustice in health care is the most shocking
and inhumane.”

Please reflect on Dr. King's words and share:
What do you think Dr. King would

say about the healthcare disparities that we
have seen since March as a result

of the COVID 19 Pandemic.

Source of quote: Luther King M., Jr Presentation at
the Second National Convention of the Medical
Committee for Human Rights, Chicago, 25 March
1966
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Entries must be from RI middle or high school
students;

Essays must be typed in the Microsoft Word
format and limited to 500-750 (middle school)
or 750-1000 words (high school)

Essays must include completed Entry Forms
(attached) and be submitted individually as the
original work of only one student;

Essays and Entry Forms MUST be
electronically submitted to
MLKRICommission@gmail.com

The Commission and the Providence Journal
reserve the right to promote, publish, and/or
distribute any or all entries.

Entry Deadline:
Monday, December 7

Four winners will be chosen (2 middle school and 2
high school students). Each one will receive a $100
prize and is expected to attend the Commission's

virtual Ceremony scheduled for Monday,
January 18, 2021.
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The video of George Floyd's death in the custody of the
Minneapolis police on May 25, 2020, the shooting of Breonna
Taylor on March 13, 2020 and other police involved shootings
have sparked an expanded sense of the awareness of the
numerous instances of the death of Black Americans at the
hands of police.

After reading the two articles: "The Death of Emmett Till
had Profound Affect on MLK and Civil Rights Movement" by
Paula Wissel, Jan 18, 2016 and Stanford University's The
Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Educational Institute
found here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BUspeJWHb5G
qDj_8jIXTVqooluLVAL8H-OpYBhGpfnc/edit?usp=sharing

1. Please reflect on the influence of Emmett Till's death on
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

2. What do you think Dr. King's response would be to the
current climate in America's race relations?

3. Building from the nation’s context on your above
response: What do you think Dr. King's response would be
to the current climate in Rhode Island’s race relations?



